
The District celebrated their  

50th Anniversary   

on Friday, July 19, 2013. 

There were four lucky winners of the free 

water drawing.  

1st - 6 months - William & Joyce Cavanaugh 

2nd - 3 months - David & Marge O’Reilly 

3rd - 2 months - Scott & Kathryn King 

4th - 1 month - David & Susan Light  
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The water meter in your home is an essential part of the District’s infrastructure. 

Many people believe when there is a high meter reading that the meter isn’t working correctly - 

however, just the opposite! The meter is purely a mechanical device, when water flows through 

it, it turns a dial which records the gallons used. If the meter is malfunctioning in some manner, 

the dial will turn slower, or not at all, and the reading will be less than the actual gallons of water 

used. These bronze meters last a very long time, approximately 20 years, and once in a while a 

meter will wear out and not register the water moving through it. Seldom does the District find 

an inaccurate meter read when requested to re-read a high meter reading.   

The bronze meter is going by the wayside and new meters being installed are referred to as  

iPERL which have a thermal plastic external casing. These meters will have less weight, be more 

accurate due to electromagnetic flow measurement system, and are lead-free. 

The water meter is equipped with a battery operated, high-powered radio frequency transmitter 

that broadcasts the current meter reading. This reading is picked up by a transceiver in the drive-

by automatic meter reading system.  

The billing then calculates the usage from the previous meter reading, and voila - your monthly 

invoice arrives. The basic rate of $68.30 includes up to 11,000 gallons of water. If usage exceeds 

11,000 gallons, a tiered system of rates applies per 1,000 gallons.  

The meter reads shown on your invoice are listed in thousands, so a 10 really means 10,000 

         gallons.  

     We often hear, “But I don’t use 11,000 gallons”, however, this is the 

      basic rate needed to operate the District facilities. It is always there 

      for your use. Turn on the faucet or flush, 24/7/365. 

     Remember - every drop counts.  

 

Water Meters 101 

1st Snow of the Season 

Here it comes — ready or not 

9-23-13 



Five Flushable Facts 

737 - Number of E. coli bacteria scientists planted in 

a toilet bowl that were found scattered throughout a 

bathroom up to two hours after flushing with the 

toilet lid open! Wow 

$6,390 - Retail price of Kohler’s Numi, one of the 

most expensive retail toilets, with features such as a 

deodorizer, bidet, heated seat, built-in speakers and 

motion-activated lid !!  

222 million - Number of residential  toilets in the 

U.S. in 114 million households.  

20 - Percentage of occupied homes with septic sys-

tems, down from 28 % in 1973. 

4 - Number of weeks salmonella bacteria survived in 

a toilet despite the use of cleaning fluids, according 

to one study. 

Sources: American Housing Survey 2009, Journal of Applied 

Microbiology, Kohler USA 
State Certifications 

All our plant operators in both fields must pass State Cer-

tification tests. Recently Water Operator, Brian Kroha, 

passed the Water “B” Certification and also Collections & 

Distribution II tests. 

Brian Burks, Wastewater Operator, has passed the 

Wastewater “C” Certification test. 

Congrats to both these operators. 

 

  

How Often Do You Pick Up That 

Cell Phone? 

Maintenance was the name of the game during summer 

season for both the Water and Wastewater Treatment 

Plants.  

In water world, cleaning filters, water nozzles, tanks, flush 

mains and doing lab tests kept the staff busy. A State in-

spection went smooth with no violations. A new water line 

was installed @ MLP. 

Two fire hydrants were replaced, one old and one hit by a 

vehicle. No known suspects came forward.  

Wastewater staff has been jetting and using the TV camera 

to inspect lines. Two capital projects were completed for 

an irrigation system on the plant lawn and a new roof on 

the headworks building.  The sewer line on Gothic Road 

was repaired after a natural gas line was drilled through it. 

Atmos Energy was not happy, happy, happy. 

The new GPS equipment is being used by both depart-

ments to locate and accurately map main lines, manholes, 

fire hydrants and valves. 

Plant Operations 

Courtesy of Government Technology Magazine, govtech.com 


